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Abstract

Nowadays, the marine and beach sports have become to a great temptation not only for
professional athletes, but also for whole of the people in order to do recreational sports.
Therefore, the goal of this study is identifying opportunities and utilizing them due to
developing Babolsar township marine and beach sports. The research method was mixed in
two qualitative and quantitative stages. At the qualitative stage, interviewing with 10 people
were identified and a questionnaire was developed. In the quantitative stage, extraction of
final factors and their ranking was done through a modified Delphi method.The statistical
population included experts and educators in physical education and sports science, tourism
professors, economics professors, staff at the Sports and Youth Department, coaches and
national champions in water and coastal areas. Friedman Test has been used In order to
analyze data from SPSS software and rank the dimensions and variables. The findings shows
that the geographical-tourism and infrastructure dimension is the most important dimension
in this study which the existence of river and sea and beach has been determined as the most
important opportunities in this dimension. The opportunities of Babolsar Township marine
and beach sports have been determined in order of importance in geographical-tourism and
infrastructure dimension, economical, human resources, management-communicative and
cultural-social. Therefore, considering the findings, it is recommended that sport managers
and authorities of Mazandaran province and the country, based on the identified opportunities
and prioritization of dimensions based on the rankings in this research and similar studies,
use them to develop sports Blue and coastal areas of Babolsar, in the long run, will witness
significant growth in this area.
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