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Investigation of the effect of ports performances on employment in Iran’s coastal
provinces
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the effect of port performance on employment in the provinces
of Iran. To do this, statistical data for period 2005 to 2013 in 30 provinces (seven coastal
provinces and 23 inland provinces) is used. In this study, two different methods have been
used to achieve the goal. First, by mean equality statistical test it is shown that the
unemployment rate in coastal provinces is slightly lower than unemployment rates in the
inland provinces. In the second method, we use a panel data regression analysis and also use
two estimation methods consist of least squares methods (fixed effects model) and
generalized method of moments (GMM). Results of regression analysis show that non-oil
performance of ports had significant and positive effect on employment in coastal provinces,
but this effect is low and negligible. Other results show that interest rate, wage, prices level
and output had positive effects on coastal provinces’ employment but oil performance of ports
had not any significant effect on employment.

Keywords: Port, Employment, non-oil performance, oil performance

Figure 1: Comparison of the average unemployment rate between coastal and non-coastal provinces
during 1384 to 1392

Table 1. Sample of ports in study

Table 2. Difference in means test of unemployment rates between coastal and non-coastal provinces at
different years

Table 3. Result of Hausman test

Table 4. Results of employment regression between provinces from fixed effects model

Table 5. GMM estimation results of employment regression between provinces

“Correspending author, E-mail: hosseinpour.fatemeh@gmail.com

YoF



